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Do you think Paul is going a bit far when he 
encouraged the Ephesian Christians – and us as well – 
to give thanks to God “always?”  How can anyone 
always be thankful?  Thankful for loss of a job?  
Thankful for crop failure?  Thankful for the accident 
that happened on the recent vacation?   

“Yes,” Paul says 
emphatically, “for 
everything.”  Even for that 
chronic illness which 
hinders my effectiveness 
at work, which is a burden 
to others, which I ask God 
frequently and fervently 
to take away?  “Yes, for 
that too,” is Paul’s reply.   

But what did I ever do to 
deserve having all these 
things go against me?  
Paul reminds us that he 
also “was given a thorn in 
the flesh.”  He pleaded 
with the Lord to take it 
away.  The Lord answered 
Paul’s prayer by showing 
him that in human 
weakness God’s power 
would prevail.  God’s 
grace was sufficient for all 
of these things.  To realize that truth was more 

important than anything else.  It brought 
Paul closer to God than ever before.   

That is why Paul reminds us here that 
“God the Father,” is the source of 
every good and perfect gift.  We 

are to thank him “in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” who became poor, so 

that we through his poverty might 
become rich. 

We sinners deserve nothing.  Because of our many sins a just 
God has every right to banish us forever from his holy 
presence.  But this same God in his love took pity on us and 
gave his only Son as a sacrifice for our sins so that we might 
live with him in heaven forever.   

Knowing this, we also “know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love 
him” and that nothing “in all 
creation will be able to 
separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”  No, not even things 
that seem to be great 
misfortunes.  We can always 
give thanks to God for 
“everything!”   

We see how wise Christians 
are, above all, thankful 
Christians.  The Spirit of 
thankfulness is the basis for 
our attitude toward all things 
in life, also those things which 
bring despair into our lives 
and to others.  They 
determine our relationship 
with God.  They influence our 
actions toward others.  They 
give us courage to face 
problems in spite of 

disappointments and give us everlasting hope even in the face 
of death.   

What an opportune time to reflect on these words of the 
Apostle Paul over Thanksgiving.  What a perfect time of year it 
is, no matter whatever our circumstances or our situation, to 
“always give thanks to God the Father for everything in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ!” 

PRAYER: Lord, help us always to give thanks for everything.  In 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, we ask this.  Amen.  



Call Meeting 
Another Call Meeting will be held on Sunday, December 1, at 
11:45 a.m. to call for a 3rd Grade Teacher.   May the Holy Spirit 
direct us and use us as his instruments in calling that person 
whom the Lord desires to serve in our corner of the kingdom 
here at Star of Bethlehem Lutheran School.   

Our Sunday Morning Bible 
Study for the first three 
Sundays in December is 
entitled “Come, Lord Jesus!”  
These words come from the 
last verses in the Bible—from 
Revelation 22:20.  How 
appropriate, as God’s people 
continue to long for the 

coming of the Savior.  We will be looking at his first coming 
(12/1), his present coming (12/8), and his final return on the 
Last Day (12/15).  Please join us. 

Poinsettias 
There is a signup sheet on the 
counter in the Gathering Area for 
anyone who would like to donate a 
plant for the Christmas Season to 
beautify our sanctuary.  Plants 
are $15 and are available in various 
colors.  Please sign up this weekend.  
The deadline is December 1.  Thank you 
for your donations! 

Advent by Candlelight 

This activity for the women 
and girls of Star of 
Bethlehem will be held on 
Sunday, December 8, from 
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.   
There is a signup sheet on 
the poster in the Gathering 
Area if you would like to 
provide some refresh-
ments or treats for the 

occasion.  Worship and Fellowship are some of the highlights 
of this annual event to help prepare for the celebration of 
Jesus’ birth.   
 

A lot of positive comments have 
been coming back from those 
participating in one of our Growth 
Groups.  It is never too late to join a 
group, or form one with some of 
your friends from church!  If you 
would like to know more, or would 
like to sign up, you can do so at 
www.starofbethlehem.org   

 

We will be having Midweek Advent Services on 
Wednesdays, December 4, 11 and 18, at 4:00 p.m. and 
6:30 p.m.  Invite family, relatives, associates and neighbors 
to join us as we consider the theme, “And on Earth Peace.”  
Those words were sung by angels to the shepherds at 
Bethlehem, but it is our peace also! 

Week One: Peace for Sinners 
Week Two: Peace for All People 
Week Three: Peace for Eternity 

PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
Our Preschool Christmas Service will be held on Saturday, 
December 21, at 5:30 p.m.  Come and hear our preschool 
children share the message of Jesus’ birth in Word and in 
songs of praise to our newborn King!   There will be a 
reception in the gym following the Service.   

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
Two Services will be held on Christmas Eve, December 24, 
at 3:00 and 5:00 p.m.  The message of Jesus’ birth will be 
shared by the children of Star of Bethlehem in recitations 
and songs.  Join us, and invite others to hear the Good 
News of Jesus’ birth together with us.   

 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE ON CHRISTMAS EVE 
This Christmas Service in a candlelight atmosphere will be 
on December 24, at 7:00 p.m.  Lessons and Carols will be 
utilized to enhance our joy in celebrating our Savior’s 
arrival.  Various singers and instrumentalists will also 
participate in this special Service. 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
One Service will be conducted on Christmas Day, 
December 25 at 9:30 a.m.  It will be a Service of Readings 
and additional hymns and carols, and include a 
sermonette.  Please invite friends, neighbors, co-workers 
and relatives to join us for this popular Service on 
Christmas Day.  “Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ, the 
Lord!” 

http://www.starofbethlehem.org/


CALL UPDATE #1 
The Lord has led Mr. Timothy Mueller, 
our Principal, to return the call to Luther 
High School in Onalaska, WI.  May the 
Lord continue to bless him and his family 
in our midst.  He writes:   

It is a privilege to serve you, your 
families, and the families here at 
Star.  I don't know all that the future 
holds, but I do know that the Lord is 
guiding and will continue to 
bless.    May the Lord richly bless you, 
your families, the families here at Star, 
and the work that we have to do in 
bringing Jesus to more and more. 

With much Christian love, 
Tim 

 

CALL UPDATE #2 
Pastor Jonathan Nitz is also prayerfully 
considering a Call to serve as Pastor at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in 
Yuma, Arizona.  May the Lord lead him 
to a decision that is in the best interests 
of our Lord’s kingdom.  Please keep him 
and his family in your prayers.   

Star Seniors 
Our next Star Senior meeting will be on 
Saturday, December 21, at 1:00 p.m.  It 
will be our annual Chili/Pie Lunch before 
our service project.  We assemble the 
children’s bags of treats for Christmas Eve.  
All senior members, drivers, spouse, 
guests are welcome to join us.  We meet in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Join us for this or any 
of our other Star Senior meetings, 
activities or service projects.     

MEN’S BASKETBALL LEAGUE 
 Our Star Men’s 

Basketball League 
will begin a new 
season on Sunday, 
Dec. 1.  Our Star 

men will usually be 
playing the final game 

each week at 6:00 p.m.  “Good luck,” to 
our Star men on another season of our 
men’s basketball league.  Twelve WELS 
Churches have teams entered this year 
including another team from our 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.  Fan 
support is always welcomed. 

WLC BAND CONCERT 
The Wisconsin Lutheran 
College Concert Band will 
present its Winter Band 
Concert on Sunday, 
December 1 at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Center for Arts and 
Performance Schwan Concert Hall. 
Tickets are $6 and may be purchased 
at wlc.edu/boxoffice or by calling 
414.443.8802. 

CHOIR CONCERT AT WLC 
The Wisconsin Lutheran Choir and 
Chamber Choir present their Sacred 
Christmas Concert on December 6 
and 7 at 7:30 p.m. and December 8 at 
2:30 p.m. in the Center for Arts and 
Performance Schwan Concert Hall. 
Tickets are $10 and may be 
purchased at wlc.edu/boxoffice or by 
calling 414.443.8802. 

“Dear children, let us not love with 
words or tongue but with actions 

and in truth” (1 John 3:18) 

The Commission on Special Ministries 
offers spiritual and other services to 
people whose needs are not adequately 
met by the regular ministries of WELS 
parishes, schools, and agencies. 

WELS Special Ministries reaches out to 
individuals, congregations, and families 
to offer specialized services and 
resources to address the special need(s) 
with which they are confronted. We 
serve people who are physically, 
mentally, or emotionally in need of 
special consideration in regard to their 
ability to learn, worship, and participate 
in local ministries and everyday living 
situations. We also serve thousands of 
people who are away from their church 
home, such as military personnel, 
people living overseas, and those in 
prison or some other institution. 

You can learn more about WELS Special 
Ministries by picking up a booklet near 
the church bulletin boards.  Just look for 
the “Love in Action” logo. 

STAR YOUTH  

BASKETBALL TEAM 

Our Star of Bethlehem young men also 
have a team in the Youth Basketball 
League.  Vince Lee is coaching our high-
school-aged youth. “Good luck, Star 
Youth team on your upcoming basketball 
season.” 

NEWS from 

WLHS 
VIKING CLASSIC  
Basketball fans, 
join us for the 
Vikings Classic on 
Friday, December 
6, 2019, at Wisconsin Lutheran College. 
Games of interest include Lakeside 
Lutheran vs Fox Valley Lutheran at 6:30 
p.m., and Wisconsin Lutheran vs. St. Croix 
Lutheran at 8:00 p.m. Tickets cost $5 per 
person. 
 

CHRISTMAS POPS CONCERT 
Enjoy early Christmas merriment at the 
annual WLHS Christmas Pops Concert on 
Sunday, December 8, at 3:00 p.m. in the 
WLHS auditorium. The concert features 
bands, choirs, and instrumental 
ensembles at the high school. Admission 
is free. Enjoy a reception of Christmas 
cookies, coffee, and punch after the 
concert. 
 

SACRED CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
The annual WLHS Sacred Christmas 
Concert will take place on Sunday, 
December 15, at 7:00 p.m. in the WLHS 
auditorium. The concert features the A 
Cappella, Cantorei, and Freshman Choirs 
of WLHS, Inspiration, Jubilation Handbell 
Choir, Wisconsin Lutheran Children’s 
Choir, and numerous instrumentalists. 
Admission is free. 
 

WLHS Youth Baseball Camp 
It’s never too early to begin prepping for 
the upcoming baseball season! WLHS 
Youth Baseball Camp will be held indoors 
at Wisconsin Lutheran High School, and 
will focus on developing the hitter’s 
swing, proper pitching/throwing 
mechanics, and defensive skills. The 
deadline to register is Sunday, January 
12, 2020. For more camp info, visit 
wlhs.org/jrvikings. 
 

http://wlc.edu/boxoffice
http://wlc.edu/boxoffice
http://wlhs.org/jrvikings


 

From the President 
As this essay is being written, Thanksgiving is just a few days away.  
And in 27 days after that, we’ll be again celebrating the birth of our 
Savior.  It truly is a magical time of the year – that our Lord would 
become Emmanuel – “God is with us.” 

Unfortunately, Emmanuel is all too often missing in our society. 

Here’s what I mean . . . 

A couple weeks ago, Nan and I attended a wedding. 

Both the bride and groom are in their mid-20’s.  Both are college-
educated and have excellent jobs.  According to their parents, they 
were meant for each other as they first met in grade school.  It’s the 
stuff of fairy-tale dreams, I suppose. 

However, we weren’t prepared for what followed! 

Their entire wedding was held in an upstairs room at a popular 
bar/restaurant in downtown St. Louis.  Nothing wrong with that.  
(Where a wedding is conducted is not specified in God’s Word so we’re 
free to choose accordingly.) 

But during the entire ceremony, there was absolutely no mention of 
Christ, or of God, or of Jesus Christ, or anything alluding to the Creator 
of marriage itself. 

Nothing, nada, zilch. 

Oh, there was a “minister” officiating . . . 

“Pastor Alice” is an openly homosexual woman.  (Her “wife” also 
attended the wedding and reception that followed.) 

While this was bad enough, Nan and I looked at each other and had the 
very same thought:  How could a “minister” NOT mention God during a 
wedding ceremony? 

Sadly, Emmanuel was nowhere to be found during this wedding 
celebration. 

So, during this wonderful Christmas season, as the opportunity 
presents itself, share with your friends and family why Emmanuel came 
down from heaven to dwell with us mere mortals. 

See you in church – and bible study! 
- Gene Szaj 

 

Recently the Board for World Missions decided to pull our 
East Asia Team missionaries and families out of their focus 
country because of security concerns. The government of 
their focus country is now regularly detaining, interrogating, 
and deporting any Westerner or group suspected of religious 
activity. Many mission organizations, large and small, have 
already pulled their operations out of the country over the 
past few years.  

The East Asia missionaries and their families are being 
relocated to a nearby country from which they hope to 
continue their work in the focus country through online 
teaching, through distance mentoring and coaching, and 
through regular monthly visits back into the focus country. 
Over the next few months, the team will be working hard to 
acquire new visas and adjust to the new reality in the 
relocation country. 

The Board for World Missions and the East Asia 
Administrative Committee have been monitoring this 
situation for the last few years and had been preparing for 
this contingency for months. As a result, the team is not in a 
state of panic, and everyone is safely out of harm’s way. Most 
important, the team is humbly confident that the Lord works 
even through these difficult times to advance his kingdom’s 
work. 

The leadership also continues to closely monitor the political 
situation in Hong Kong where Asia Lutheran Seminary is 
located. 

Please keep this situation in your prayers. Pray that our 
heavenly Father would protect the brothers and sisters of the 
focus country and give them courage to continue to stand 
upon the gospel and share it. Pray that our missionaries and 
families would be encouraged in this time of upheaval. Pray 
that the Lord would continue to keep the professors, staff, 
and families of Asia Lutheran Seminary safe. 

Serving in Christ, 
WELS President Mark Schroeder 

 

“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things they had 

heard and seen, which were just as 

they had been told. 

Luke 2:15,20 
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Star's 2019 mission plan of $1,143,989 requires average weekly offerings of $22,000.  The 
YTD mission plan amount reported above takes into consideration the variability of weekly 
offerings.  Based on historical giving patterns, above average offerings are received during 
church holidays. 


